| promised to keep you updated with developments at Pontefract General Infirmary.

Everyone in the area wants a hospital which is the very best, operated by the excellent doctors, nurses and
other staff who have always worked there.

As you may know, the new £50 million building is now open and has state of the art medical facilities. These
new facilities are a great benefit for local healthcare. But to make sure we have all the care we need, |
believe the NHS Trust will need to continue to use some of the existing buildings and facilities as well, as
recommended by the independent Darzi review.

The extra investment is a real boost for our area. New equipment and an MRI scanner, due to arrive later in
the year, will help the Trust meet the government's guarantee of even faster cancer diagnosis and treatment
in the future too.

It also shows we were right to campaign so hard for new hospital facilities here in Pontefract and not just at
Pinderfields. Without it, the long term future of all hospital facilities in Pontefract would have been at serious
risk.

The Mid Yorkshire NHS Trust who run the hospital have told me that services will only be moved into the
new building gradually. Outpatients’ services and the children’s centre are already operating from the new
site. The new medical wards, the surgeries and the new 24 hour A and E that we campaigned for, will open
in the new building later with services being provided in their current locations until then.

However | am also continuing to press the NHS Trust to provide more local treatment guarantees. Everyone
recognises that in order to get the best possible quality treatment some patients with specific medical
problems need to travel to specialist centres, and the new Pinderfields hospital will provide some excellent
new facilities within the district.

But | share the view of most local people that it is really important we get as much high quality care as close
to home as possible. As a mum living in Castleford | know how important it is for families round here to get
the best quality care.

In response to our campaign, the NHS Trust has promised that at least 9 out of 10 local patients will
continue to be treated in Pontefract. But | am also arguing for some of the existing wards and buildings at
PGI to be kept open in future alongside the new building to make sure there is enough medical capacity and
beds to deliver that promise, especially given the growing local population.

I will continue to scrutinise the Trust's plans in the interests of our towns and will continue to meet with
patients groups, medical staff and community groups to discuss ongoing developments.

Best wishes,
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Yvette Cooper MP



